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literature and the preservation of its monu-
ments in such form as a thousand years
later furnished 'copy' for the presses of
Gutenburg, Aldus, Froben, and Stephens.
The Abbey of Monte Cassino, which was
founded by St. Benedict in 529, and which
served as a model for the later monasteries
of the order, had a splendid collection.

In Great Britain the earliest library was
that of the monastery of Christ Church,
Canterbury, originally founded about the
year 600. The Benedictines had important

stitution. As this development is most strik-
ing in the United States, it will be consid-
ered under that heading.

The library of the Vatican at Rome is the
oldest and richest of modern libraries,
though its present collections date back only
to the late i5th century. It has enjoyed the ,
special favor of n long line of book-loving
Popes, and includes in its collections Greek,
Latin, and Oriental manuscripts of priceless
value and more than 400,000 printed books,
some of them of great rarity. It was de*

The Library of the Vatican.

libraries also at York, where Alcuin was
trained for his later work on the Conti-
nent, and at Durham, Wearmouth, Jarrow,
Bury St. Edmunds, Reading, and St. Albans.
The Franciscans and Dominicans maintain-
ed libraries in London and at Oxford. Mod-
ern library history may be divided into two
periods. The first, lasting from the i6th
to well into the 19th-century, has been de-
scribed as the age of great libraries, and is
characterized by the accumulation of rare
and beautiful books and the amassing of
collections rich in material for the research
of the scholar. The second, beginning with
the middle of the igth century, is the era
of the public library as it is known today,
and its growth as a popular educational in-

prived of many of its treasures by the
French in 1798, but the greater part of these
were returned at the peace of 1815. The
Laurentian Library at Florence, founded at
about the same time as that of the Vatican,
is not large in points of numbers, but in
the interest and rarity of its collections is
one of the richest libraries in the world. The
Bibliotheque Nationale of France was es-
tablished toward the end of the i4th cen-
tury by Charles v., on the foundation of the
books and manuscripts collected and be-
queathed to him by his predecessor, Jean
le Bon, and from this foundation has sprung
the world's greatest collection of books. See
BIBLIOTHEQXJE NATIONALE. The National
Library of Great Britain, commonly known